This experiment was conducted to determine the effect of dietary cystine (Cys) on the growth performance and the liver lipid and phospholipid of broiler chicks. Basal diet containing 23% CP (TSAA=0.69%) was supplemented with Cys at 0.098, 0.163, 0.238, and 0.324%. Cystine supplementation resulted in significantly (P<0.05) heavier body weights.
Introduction

Cystine
is not normally added to the diet because it can be derived from Met.
Growth depressions resulting from Cys supplementation have been observed by several investigators (MARQUARDT and CAMPBELL, 1975; FEATHERSTON and ROGLER, 1978; SELL et al., 1980) . However, this does not mean that dietary Cys does not offer any benefit to the animal. On the contrary, long time ago, the ability of Cys to spare Met has been known from the observations of WOMACK and ROSE (1941) . Graber and BAKER (1971) (YOAHIDA,1975 ). Significant differences among amino acids levels were determined by Duncan's multiple range test (DUNCAN, 1955) .
Results
The effects of Cys on body weight gain, abdominal fat and breast meat weights are presented in Table 2 . Chicks fed diet supplemented with Cys had significantly (P< 0.05) higher body weight gain than those fed diet without the supplementation of Cys . In General, a decrease in liver phospholipid resulted in decrease in lipoprotein synthesis in the liver and subsequently lipid secretion from the liver into blood is inhibited.
Thus, this may be one of reasons that caused an accumulation of liver lipid.
For good growth performance, we suggest that the supplementation of Cys should be done together with Met and choline which should be present at appropriate levels.
